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Meet Home of the Sparrow's Staff

In order to better inform our donors and volunteers about how Home of the Sparrow helps women and their children whe
are in the crisiz of homeleszness, we thought it would be a good idea to introduce our staff memberz and what they do to
heip the families. Cur goal iz to educate those who support Home of the Sparrow programs to understand how their valuable
donations of funding and time are put toward the best resources available in McHenry County. Our Winter 2008 newsletter
intreduced Corine Reed, Intake Coordinator. In this Spring 2008 izsue, we would like you to meet faniz Makwinjo. foniz
worked as a shelter coordinator in Crystal Lake for thres years and then moved into the position of apartment coordinator for
both transitional and transitienal-to-permansnt apartments.

Transitional Apartment Program (TAP) Coordinator - |anis Makwinja
Janis, what does a TAP Coordinator do?

As residents move from Home of the Sparrow shared living
sheltars, a Home of the Sparrow provided apartment, or to
their own apartment, | provide the case managament. The
TAF program focuzes on budgeting, employment, education,
phyzical and mental health, paranting, and how to use area
resgurces. If a family iz living in 2 Home of the Sparrow
apartment, they must continue to receive caze management
sarvices. Caze management services are voluntary for families
in the Aftercare program.

Please explain the different Home of the Sparrow
independent housing opportunities for families.

Home of the Sparrow owns a building in McHenry with three
apartments. The families whe live in thess apartments ara part
of Home of the Sparrow's Transitional Apartment Program

(TAP). The Transitional-to-Permanent program iz where families find their own apartment and sign a

lease, but Home of the Sparrow subsidizes the rent based on each woman's income. Thiz trans-to-perm
program means that the client has to maove her family ona lazz time. Familizz can move three timez in a
short amount of time — (1) from the shelter (2) to a Home of the Sparrow apartment and then (3) on o
their own apartment. Clientz may choose to be included in the Aftercare program for up to zix months after
graduating from the shelter program.

Q. Janis, how long have you worked at Home of the Sparrow and In this issue...

what did you do before you came here!?
2 Izt Annuel Gafa Page 1
A | spent two years in the Peace Corps in Malawi and have been at Home of
the Sparrow for eight years. | was Shelter Coordinator at the Crystal Lake Ipeacial Fundraizing Foge 3
shelter from 2000 to 2003 and became Tranzitional Apartment Coordinator Fiiaginres s Peogn 4
in 2003. cont on page 7
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Volunteers Corner

VYolunteer Appreciation Picnic:

Pleaze mark your calendarz and come join us on July 20 at Fel-Pro RRR Preserve from | 1:00 am to 2:00 pm for
music, food, and fun. Come and meet volunteers from all areas of Home of the Sparrow. Thiz special evant iz

for you. We would like to say THANK YOU for all the time and dedication you have contributed to us. We
cannot gerve our women and motherz and thair children without your commitment. This Picnic Party iz a sincare
appreciation to each and every one of you. Look for invitations to come at the end of June.

Woodstock Sparrow’s Nest:

it's finally here_._Our fourth Sparrow’s Mast will open this June in Woodstock about | ¥ blocks from the
Woodstock Square. If you are interested in joining our exciting volunteer team or know anyona who might enjoy
bacoming a part of our team, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Sophia de Vries, at 81 5-444-1660, Ext.26
or volunteers({@h-o-s.org and sign-up now. Volunteers perform such dutiez as zorting, tagging, cleaning, and pricing
donations. Positions in specialized areas such as cashiering, landacaping, floral arrangement, window dressing, and
store design are also available. Oriemation/T raining will be provided.

Home of the Sparmrow Liaison:

Looking for volunteers who are interested in becoming zpeakers on behalf of Home of the Sparrow. Following
training and joining our Community Outreach Coordinetor on speaking engagements, volunteers will share the
Home of the Sparrow story with local churches, organizations, zervice, and social clubs. Contact Joy Martin at
815-444-1660, Ext 24 or community {@h-o-z.org

Submit your thought= on volunteerism or your favorite quotes to volunteers({f-h-o-s.org.
Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worthless, but becouse they're priceless. ~ Author Unknown

A quick overview of ways volunteers are invoheed at Home of the Sparrow indude: Betgil assistance at the Sparrow’s Mest Thrife Stores;
in the Children's Program or Book Buddy Program for children living in ouwr shelters; in educational or support roles for women in ouwr
shelters; for our fundraizing events; such as the Gala or Golf Quting; and for office support at cur administrative office. Tou may also want

to design 2 service project, or help with the mointenance of Home of the Sparrow’s facilities.

Letter from a Resident, cont.

Gradually things came together: | applied for and received
disability, | applied for and received a car from Charity Cars,
| applied for and received Medicaid, | applied for and am on
the list for Subsidized Housing / Section Eight in McHanry
County. Then in October | was offered the opportunity of
moVving into a transitional apartment owned by Home of
the Sparrow which | accepted though it meant, once again,
leaving behind a waorld in which | had grown comfortable.

| moved into the apartment in December of last year, and
most importantly, | was given the unbalievable gift of having
my dog, Domino, join me because of the incredibly loving
staff who understood his importance to me and presented us
on the application as a family unit -— Domino and me.

We have been in the apartment, together, since February
and | continue to mowve forward. | am paying my own bills
and have opened a savings account. | atbend a finance class

at the shelter twice a month and meet with the instructor of
that class once a month to review my budgset | mest with my

case manager weakly who is an awesome puide and mentor
and friand. | am paying for Moels care and look forward to a
time and a place when she can join us. | have been accepted
as a studant at The Institute of Children’s Literature and will
bagin home classas in June. | applied for and received a credit
card in my own namea for the first tima in tan years. | have
bagun attending Church of the Holy Apostles in McHenry. 1
am making new friends while kesping in touch with the ones
I have made along the way. | have moved from being a victim
of domaestic violence to a SURVIVOR and am looking toward
to the future with hope and promisa.

| have always loved Psalm 21: "You who dwell in the shalter
of the Most High, who abide in the shalter of the Almighty. ..
With his pinions he will cover you and under his wings you
shall take refuge,” though | never expected thosa words to
bacome a concrete reality in my life. They have become that,
in the image and the people

at Home of the Sparrow. | have been blessed, and | will
never be able to find the words to thank them esnough!

The Song is published by Home of the Sporrow, o transitional sheltar progrom for homales: women and children. Every effort has been
made to ensure the ooourocy of the information published. Artides for submission should be sent to The Song Editor, Home of the
Sparrow, 62 [3 Foctory Rood, Suite A, Crystal Lake, [ﬁml4wumh@1ﬂwi.hhﬁmuﬁm1muﬁhmunfduw':pm
call 815.444.1 660, fax yowr request” 81 5.444. 1436, or wisit wwar homeofthesporrowillinois org.
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Woodstock to Gain Sparrow's Nest Store

When Home of the Sparrow openad its doors to the homeless women and
children of McHenry County over 21 years ago, the founders reached out |Ee—
to the community to support their efforts by donating clothes and other
fundamental necessities for residents living in the shalter.

The response was 50 ovarwhalming that the agency was running out

of space to store all the donations. It soon became apparent that there
needad to ba an outlet for this abundance. It was Home of the Sparrow’s
residents themselves that suggested the agency open a thrift store. All
proceeds would be returned to Home of the Sparrow for expansion of its
Programs.

With the aid of a few dedicated voluntears the store thrived, and within just a few short years stores were opened in Palatine
and Cary. Late last spring, “opportunity knocked™ again when a martial arts studio next to the Cary store moved to anothar
location. WWith the grace and assistance of our landlord at the store and the hard work of many volunteers, we opened the
wall betweean the stores and dedicated the additional space as a furniture showroom.

Mow we are excited to announce that we are opening our fourth store in june! It is located at the corners of Calhoun and
Jefferson 5t just a block and a half southeast of the Woodstock Square. Woodstock and the communities on both sides
from Huntley to Harvard and beyond have ahwvays been gpenerous supporters of Home of the Sparrow with donations and
volunteers willing to support our programs. With their support. we are convinced this store will grow and prosper as the
others have and enable us to expand our services even farther.

When our first store opened it was hoped that it would be able to provide the necessities of life to our residents and maybe
supply some income alzo. Amazingly. now, in the coming year, our Sparrows Mest Thrift Stores are projected to generate 30%
of the revenue of Home of the Sparrow.

All of our efforts would come to naught if it weren't for you, our generous donors and volunteers. Thank you from desp
within our hearts.

John Movak, Retail Director

Makwinja, cont.

Q. What was your work experience in  A. | like my work (as TAP Coordinator) a Board of Directors
the shelter like? lot. Women who are ready to move Officers

A. The shelter experience is huge. | can SR k- agra ek vl Siw:ary i el 0 Bruce W. Bandix
tell the difference in someone who phacy mmestally anad can:Racus an thei: Prasidant
moved directly into a Homea of the goals. It's less intense, more relaxed. Jim Roth
Sparrow apartment and did not go I can bE' in that place with ﬂfﬂm' work Vice President
Yheigh the shillsr axpersncs. [ving on their goals with tham, think fresh, Mary Taradash
and working in the chalter i hard. I's and then remove myself. Sacretiry
very intense, 24/7 attention and total Q. What is the best thing Home of Mancy Engels
support from the staff are required... the Sparrow does for women living e
ahways neading to develop new ideas in the shelter? SR
for problem rasolition. The residents a4 wye treat everybody ss individuaks, Member Emeritus
are accustomed to lving in chaotic We meet them where they are and Board M be
environments. The shelter routine recognize their individual struggles. TN ERE
removes the chaos and healps women We develop individual plans and Chris Hillman
to plan for a2 more stable future. Living astablish goals according to their needs. John Jones
in the shelter and receiving intense Susan Maiflald
attention and sarvices make a difference Home of the Sparrow staff recognizes Sue Morrissay
in how they see their futures amd thet surceEs oommEs: IV smal seps, Marilyn Patrick
prepares them better for independent such as getting to work on time every Bob Sharp
Fving. day... we break the plan down into Linda Simka

small steps. The only way a person Brad Stewart
@ firgo ooty work et 1wy 5| e
succassful, even in small ways. it's not

our SUccess — it's theirs.
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